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The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Jewish Reconstructionist Community
march  2013

Please join us as our daughter,

SaRah aNNe MoRiTz

is called to the Torah
as a Bat Mitzvah

Saturday, March 23, 2013
at 10:30 a.m.

Kiddush luncheon to follow
Please RSVP by March 5, to

rnk@case.edu

The Kay-Moritz Family

It is with great joy that we invite you to the 
5773/2013 Kol haLev Intergenerational 
Shabbaton, which will take place 
Friday, april 26 -Sunday, april 28, 
2013.  For the past 14 years, it has 
been a Kol haLev tradition to hold 
a biennial community-wide retreat.  
The initial vision for holding a 
retreat was to provide an opportunity 
for Kol haLev members to spend an 
entire Shabbat together in a fun and 
beautiful location, to enhance our connection both 
to one another and to the experience of Shabbat 
itself.  This has in fact turned out to be the case, 
and so our commitment to this experience has 
strengthened over time.
 This year we are once again the beneficiaries 
of generous financial support from the Retreat 
Institute.  With their support we are able to hold 

our Shabbaton for two days at the beautiful 
manor house at Punderson State Park for a 

fairly reasonable cost.  Without 
the support of the retreat Institute 
of the Jewish Education center of 
cleveland, the cost would have been 
greatly increased, and most likely 
prohibitive.  We greatly appreciate 
their support.
The Shabbaton allows us to explore 
a theme which is very much 

connected with a particular moment in the Jewish 
sacred calendar: Lag b’Omer, or the 33rd day of 
the Omer count which begins at Passover and 
concludes as we enter the holiday of Shavuot. 
Lag b’Omer itself falls on Saturday night and 
Sunday of the Shabbaton weekend.  We will be 

by Rabbi Steve SegaR and vicki SuSSman, co-chiaiRS of the Shabbaton committee

BieNNial ShaBBaToN aT PuNdeRSoN aPRil 26-28
exPloRiNg The oMeR: iNTegRaTiNg FReedoM & ReSPoNSiBiliTy
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Office Address:
Kol haLev
2245 Warrensville center rd. Suite 215
University heights, Oh 44118
(216) 320-1498

rAbbi:
Steve Segar

rabbisteve@kolhalev.net

OFFICERS:

President
 Barb Truitt
First Vice Presidents
 halle Barnett
 David conn
secretary
 molly Berger
treasurer
 Pete robertson

AT-LARGE MEMBERS: 

Elise hagesfeld
margaret cohen 
Bruce Goodman
alan Weinstein

VALUE TEAM LEADERS: 

democratic & Fiscally resPonsible
 Barry Epstein
inFormed & inVolVed 
 Karly Whitaker
learning teams
 Sue Kisch
ParticiPation & Volunteerism
 Leah Kamionkowski
sPiritual 
 Bill Scher-marcus
Welcoming & caring 
 David conn

adult education coordinator
 Sue Kisch
 art Lieberman
book grouP
 Kevin Weidenbaum
cemetery
 mike armin
child care coordinator 
 Traci Elgart
Fundraising
 Barry Epstein
 mimi Plevin-Foust
Finance
 Dick Epstein
hesed
 Jane arnoff-Logsdon
high holy days
 claudia Weissman
 marcia Goldberg 
holidays
 amy hogg
interFaith
 Dick and Donna Weinberg
israel
 mike armin

kiddush coordinator
 robin Shell
lunch and learn
 adina Davidson
marketing/Pr
 halle Barnett
 Deena Epstein
meditation
 Nancy rubel
 Karly Whitaker
membershiP
 Jean miller
 maureen Dinner
mock trial
 Judy harris
music 
 Sue Pelleg
 Bruce Jennings
neWsletter editor
 Lila hanft
neWsletter ProoFreaders
 marcia Goldberg
 Deena Epstein
nominating commitee
 allen Binstock

rabbi liaison
 Selma Gwatkin
ratner liaison
 mike caputo
religious Practices
 Bill Scher-marcus
strategic Planning
 Greg Selker
tech suPPort
 Brian miller
tikkun olam
 Greg millas
torah study
 ralph and Selma Gwatkin
ushers/greeters/sadrans
 anita cohn
 David conn
Website
 Benjamin Barnett
 Brian miller
Weekly uPdate
 robin holzman
youth and Family education
 Lynn Liebling
young Families/tot shabat
 rachel Williams

aPRil NeWSleTTeR deadliNe: FRi. MaRCh 15

services & PrOgrAms:
The Lillian and Betty ratner School
27575 Shaker Boulevard
Pepper Pike, Oh 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

Office AdministrAtOr:
Vacant

educAtiOn directOr:
robyn Novick

robyn@kolhalev.net

 COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND COORDINATORS:

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS:

Past President Greg Selker
rabbi Steve Segar
Founding rabbi Jeffrey Schein
Education Director robyn Novick

diReCToRy
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rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol haLev members on a range of issues by appointment on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings.Contact him by phone at the office (216-320-
1498) or at rabbisteve@kolhalev.net to schedule a meeting time.

SeeiNg exoduS aS The CeNTRal ViSioN oF ouR PeoPle

at our recent workshop on preparing for Passover, we spent part of the time exploring the idea that 
Passover is the foundation of the entire Jewish religious tradition.  We talked about how it was in 
fact possible to imagine a version of Judaism without al-
most any other holiday or life cycle event, but that with-
out Passover, the entire system would fall in on itself.  

Why is this?  rabbi Yitz Greenberg explains in his book 
on the Jewish holiday cycle that the ultimate goal of the 
entirety of the Jewish tradition is to produce in mem-
bers of the Jewish community what he terms “Exodus 
consciousness.” This is a perspective that engenders 
a conviction regarding the potential for change and 
transformation to take place in our world and a parallel 
conviction regarding the importance of working towards 
alleviating the conditions that cause unnecessary suffer-
ing and oppression among our fellow human beings.
 
The remembrance of the Exodus is evoked in the vast 
majority of Jewish ritual observances including weekday 
and Shabbat liturgies, the Kiddush blessing that begins 
Shabbat and every major holy day and the themes of the 
other two pilgrimage festivals, Shavuot and Sukkot.  So 
one could argue that the annual observance of Passover 
is an opportunity for a kind of collective spiritual re-set 
process.  

It differs from the fall high holiday period in that it is less about individual ethical and spiritual 
attunement and more about assessing one’s connection with and attempting to open oneself more 
deeply to the core myth and central vision of our people collectively; moving redemption-ward is 
always available to us on one level or another and part of our obligation as Jews and human beings 
is to live our lives in such a way that the redemptive process is strengthened and broadened, at least 
in our little corner of the world.
 
Wishing everyone a sweet and inspiring Passover holiday,
 
rabbi Steve  

Rabbinic coRneR Rabbi Steve SegaR

Hamburg Haggadah, 1740
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Photos courtesy of Amy Brodsky, Barb Truitt, 
Emory Petrack & Halle Barnett

PiRaTe PuRiM PaRTy PiCS!
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Photos courtesy of Amy Brodsky, Barb Truitt, Emory Petrack & Halle Barnett

PiRaTe PuRiM PaRTy PiCS!
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focusing in part on the somewhat mysterious origins of the day itself.  We will also be delving 
into the practice of counting that is so much a part of this time of year, as well as reflecting on the 
complex relationship between freedom and responsibility that is signified by this calendrical bridge 
called the Omer.  as we always do, we will draw upon the talents and insights of our members to help 
us further our understanding of these intriguing questions. hopefully, the weather will allow us to 
have a traditional bonfire. 

Please look over the enclosed information, which includes the flyer and the registration form with 
cost information and the sign up for our Saturday evening Kol haLev talent show. Please consider 
making an additional donation to help defray the cost for members who may need assistance in order 
to attend. Like our last Shabbaton, the Saturday evening program will be a participatory program 
where members of all ages can share with the community.  We need you!  Please sign up and return 
your information with your registration form.
 
We understand that Kol haLev is a diverse community made up of individuals with a range of needs 
and preferences.  Our committee has worked hard to foresee many of those needs.  Please let us know 
on the registration form if you have any particular needs.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Vicki Sussman (shabbaton@kolhalev.net).
 
We look forward to sharing this wonderful experience with you,
rabbi Steve and Vicki Sussman, co-chairs of the 2013 Intergenerational Shabbaton committee

Photos courtesy of Amy Brodsky, Barb Truitt, Emory Petrack & Halle Barnett
PuRiM PiCS

continued from page 1
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WoMeN’S gRouP BRuNCh WiTh aRTiST gloRia PleViN

all women are cordially invited to the Kol haLev Women’s Brunch on Sunday, march 10, from 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m.  (Daylight Saving Time; please not that clocks are turned forward the night before!) at 
the home of renee Siegel, 5123 Dogwood Trail, Lyndhurst.  
Please rSVP to renee Siegel  at 440-449-9076, or renee.
siegel@hotmail.com.
 
as part of our morning, Kol haLev member Gloria Plevin 
will share background and insights about her upcoming 
exhibition, “hidden Treasures” on display at the Verne 
collection Gallery on murray hill road in Little Italy. The 
exhibit opens with a reception at  2 p.m. on march 2 and runs 
through march 16.
 
Gloria graduated from Ohio University and studied at 
the cleveland Institute of art, the cooper School of art, 
and chautauqua Summer Schools.  She paints in acrylic, 
watercolor and pastel and also makes monoprints and 
etchings. She owned and directed the Gloria Plevin Gallery of chautauqua, N.Y., an area which has 
provided major inspiration for her work and is her beloved summer home. her paintings have been 
selected for a variety of awards and have joined the permanent collections of respected museums and 
galleries.

According to one review, “Gloria’s paintings of flowers are portraits--with each flower having its own 
spirituality yet also representing the transient reality of things of this life.   Her flowers are subtle, 
elegant and accurate, with all elements placed in balanced harmony to respect nature’s design.” 

Plevin “brings the keen observation of a skilled portrait painter to images of flowers, including 
summer perennials in chautauqua and winter plants in cleveland,” says the Cleveland Jewish News.

Gloria Plevin’s New York Bouquet, featured 
on the announcement for her upcoming solo 
exhibition at the Verne Gallery in Little Italy.

luNCh & leaRN: PaSSoVeR

Please join us for a Lunch & Learn session on Saturday, march 16 at 1 p.m., following the Shabbat 
morning services and kiddush. rabbi Jeffrey Schein will lead us in a discussion about Pesach, the 
commemoraton our exodus from Egypt.

This year’s Lunch & Learn series explores the various ways for connecting to God through the 
annual cycle of holidays and festivals. These discussions are providing a deeper understanding of the 
reconstructionist perspective.

Please bring a dish to share for the potluck dairy lunch (no nuts, please),  If you need childcare or have 
questions, contact Karal Stern at karals@roadrunner.com or 440-781-3318.
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Ben Robertson, son of Pete Robertson and Heidi Gorovitz-Robertson was one of  
nine Shaker heights high School students pictured in the New York Times Magazine 
on Sunday, Feb. 10, accompanying an article about handling stress. The Times sent 
internationally known portrait photographer Platon antoniou to the high School to capture 
images of students on the eve of taking the SaT. 

‘‘I’m usually better 
at taking tests 
than I am at doing 
homework, because 
taking tests is sort of 
knowledge-based, 
and I guess doing 
homework is, like, 
diligent,” Ben, 15,  
told the New York 
Times. “You have 
to remember every 
single day, and 
sometimes I forget. 
It’s very hard to 
forget to take a test because you go to take the test.’’ View the online version of the article.

KVell CoRNeR

yahRzeiTS

They are now a part of us, as we remember them
  members of Kol haLev will mark the following yahrzeits during march:

Aaron Kopstein — father of ami Kopstein
Herman Weinberger — father of Irwin Weinberger
Israel Chasin — father of abraham chasin
Henry Binstock —  father of allen Binstock
Harry Litwin — father of richard Litwin
Deborah Susan Raddock — mother of mike raddock
Selma Kritzer Silverberg — mother of Judy Vida
David Fink — brother of Judy harris
Leon Munetz — father of mark munetz
Nathan Schatz — father of Selma Gwatkin
Arther Ness — husband of ruth Ness and father of Leah Gilbert

Kol haLev members may include the yahrzeit of family in KhL happenings by submitting the 
name of the deceased, the relationship to the member and the date of death, including the year, 

in either the secular or Jewish calendar to Judy@kolhalev.net.
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By gReg SelKeR

as part of our contract with rabbi Steve, we have periodic congregational/rabbinic evaluations. The 
evaluation process is dual in nature. One component is an evaluation, jointly conducted by rabbi 
Steve and a committee representative of Kol haLev membership, of rabbi Steve’s performance as 
our rabbi and spiritual leader across multiple criteria.  The second component is an assessment of 
the community’s responsibilities for each of these same areas and and an evaluation of our overall 
capacity to support to Rabbi Steve in the fulfillment of these. 

This last august and September, led by Selma Gwatkin, co-chair of the rabbi Liaison committee, 
a new joint review committee was formed and met on multiple occasions. as we did in the last 
comprehensive review conducted in 2008, we attempted to consider four questions in connection with 
each of Rabbi Steve’s enumerated responsibilities as specified in his contract:

• how has Kol haLev worked in the past year to address this responsibility/has this 
responsibility been a priority for Kol haLev during the past year?

• What role has rabbi Steve played during the past year with respect to this responsibility?
• What is Kol haLev’s and rabbi Steve’s joint goal with respect to this responsibility for the 

upcoming year?
• What role should rabbi Steve play with respect to this responsibility in the upcoming year?

The assessment process combined two approaches. The first was a qualitative discussion which 
occurred over multiple sessions. The second was a quantitative analysis in which rabbi Steve was 
asked to identify all the individual tasks encompassed in his responsibilities, and to score the tasks 
according to: 

• Intensity of the task- distinguished by hours and psychic energy required
• Frequency of the task ranging from once per year to daily
• Importance of Steve’s personal involvement in the task 
• Level of personal satisfaction Steve finds in this activity
• Percentage of time per task that is taken up by administrative duties 

Once this quantitative analysis was completed, the committee and Rabbi Steve met for a final meeting 
to discuss our analysis, our conclusions and the final report, which was presented to the board at our 
February meeting (and will soon be available on our website).

We want to emphasize that this entire process took place within the context of the overwhelmingly 
positive and collegial relationship that exists and is enjoyed between rabbi Steve and our community 
leadership as well as between rabbi Steve and our community at large. We’re aware that our fortunate 
situation is rather unique and stands in sharp contrast to the contentious relationship that exists in 
many communities.

rabbi Steve has grown in his capacities as the spiritual leader of the Kol haLev community as 
the community itself has grown. Since becoming our full-time rabbi, rabbi Steve’s growth has 

RaBBi CoNgRegaTioNal ReVieW CoMMiTTee RePoRT

 continued on page 12
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proceeded in step with and as an integral part of the congregation’s growth.  as the community has 
grown and expanded its volunteerism, governance structure, and programming, rabbi Steve has 
expanded his capabilities and involvement in every facet of the community.

In our analysis of  the quantitative process and the anecdotal evidence presented in numerous 
discussion, however, it became clear  that the distribution of rabbi Steve’s abilities across the 
community is at a maximum point. This finding is no way an indication of any inherent weaknesses in 
rabbi Steve’s capabilities; rather it is an indication that we as a congregation have grown to a size at 
which it may soon no longer be possible for rabbi Steve to continue this degree of deep involvement 
in and impact on all aspects of congregational life. 

Furthermore, there’s a strong consensus that going forward we would like rabbi Steve to actively 
drive and be involved with the new and existing initiatives which the community leadership has 
identified as important components of our continued growth and maturation as a sacred community. 
These projects could include the creation of outreach programs to our graduating high school/college 
students, increased programming for young families, enhanced Torah study, more adult education 
offerings and interfaith and inter-community dialogues. 

In the qualitative discussion and quantitative analysis, rabbi Steve’s involvement in these projects 
was found to be of primary importance by the joint committee and as highly desirable by rabbi 
Steve himself. according to the quantatitive analysis, these projects are the areas in which there is 
the greatest possibility for both community and rabbinic growth; these are the areas, in fact, in which 
rabbi Steve would like to spend more time, but currently lacks the ability to do so.

When we asked rabbi Steve to undertake the quantitative analysis, we thought that we might discover 
that an undue portion of his time is being spent on administrative tasks. Instead, we discovered that 
while we should do whatever we can to alleviate the administrative time rabbi Steve spends, this 
only encompasses 8% of his total time.  Given that some of these administrative duties are directly 
dependent on Rabbi Steve’s knowledge of Judaism, offloading them to a higher skilled administrator 
may not be the best option. Bottom line, even if we were able to offload close to 100% of Rabbi 
Steve’s administrative duties, it doesn’t buy much for us as a community or him personally. he still 
will be close to a maximum point in his availability to the community across all of his responsibilities.

The committee has therefore concluded, and made the recommendation to the Board of Trustees, 
that if we continue to grow or even minimally maintain the current size of our community, the only 
way for us to meaningfully make more time available to rabbi Steve to be involved key initiatives 
that are strategic for Kol haLev’s growth as a community, is to replace some of rabbi Steve’s 
current involvement with either highly skilled and trained lay leadership, and/or a combination of 
lay leadership plus additional rabbinical resources. Our ability to address this as a community both 
structurally and financially over the next several years will be critical to determining whether or 
not we can provide the same or increased levels of services as we continue to grow in size, and also 
represents an opportunity for rabbi Steve to grow as our spiritual leader.

The complete report of the rabbi congregational review committee will be available soon on our 
website. We know that this report and its findings are just a beginning point in the discussion process 
that will now take place on a broader level within the community.

 continued from page 11
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The board met on February 11 at molly Berger’s home.  Following a D’var Torah and approval of 
the January minutes, Pete robertson gave the treasurer’s report. Pete is working through current 
challenges to make sure all data is correctly entered into QuickBooks.  he will be sending out tax 
letters as soon as possible. members are urged to verify to what degree payments made to KhL are 
tax deductible.  Board members were urged to send in their Shalach manot forms by the February 
15 deadline.

rabbi Steve gave an update on arrangements with rabbi Kevin to assess the Torah for repairs. a 
KhL member donated air miles for rabbi Kevin’s travel. rabbi Kevin’s visit will most likely take 
place after Passover. Once he’s seen the Torah, we will have a better sense of what things will cost. 
B’nai Jeshurun has agreed to lend us a Torah scroll while ours undergoes repairs.

The Jewish reconstructionist movement (Jrm) has a program to send Passover and other holiday 
packages to college students at a cost to congregations of $4 per student. a motion that we partici-
pate in the college student Pesach/chanukah gift program passed unanimously.

Greg Selker distributed a committee report that analyzed the rabbi’s role and duties as part of a 
mandated review process. One of the most important findings is that Rabbi Steve is doing as much 
as he can possibly do and therefore we need to find a way to relieve him of duties that can be done 
by others. This might include some relief for particular rabbinic duties. about 8% of his duties are 
administrative ones that might possibly be done by others, but doing so will not have a significant 
enough impact on his workload. Lynn Liebling suggested that we add Tikkun Olam activities to the 
assessment document because of the increased emphasis on it through our participation in Greater 
cleveland congregations.

Barb Truitt discussed the need for us to have an employee handbook in order for the congregation 
to purchase Director and Officer insurance. After consulting with various local agencies, the board 
may hire a human resources attorney to help us with this task to be sure it adheres to Ohio law.

Judy Herdering has resigned from her job at the office. We will be looking to hire a part-time office 
manager. We also need additional office furniture and will need people to help on an office work-
day. Barb Truitt will check with Kelly Services to see if we can get temporary office help. Barb 
welcomes applications for the office manager.  Members are urged to make recommendations.  She 
will review resumes, do a preliminary telephone interview and follow up with two in-person inter-
views, the second to include robyn Novick.

The Shabbaton will be april 26-28, 2013.  mark your calendars.

The next Board meeting will be held monday, march 11 at alan Weinstein’s house, 16300 Van 
aken Boulevard, #306, Shaker heights.  all Kol haLev members are welcome to attend.

respectfully submitted,
molly Berger 

 boaRd RepoRt
molly beRgeR, SecRetaRy
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fRom ouR pReSident BaRB TRuiTT

Wow – The Purim megillah reading and Purim Pirate Party were so 
very much fun! The creativity of our community came out in full 
force, from the decorations to the baskets to the cabaret routines and, 
of course, the costumes. many thanks to our gang of three, or the 
Three Stooges, Robin Shell, Rachel Williams and Amy Hogg for 
putting together our Purim baskets. and their families for not eating 
the contents and for allowing Purim to take over your homes!

The decorations went up and our space was transformed into the 
hmS Kol haLev, especially once the crew came on board. Peggy 
Sugerman joined Robyn Novick, amy, robin, Eric, Dave and 

others in putting up the flags and 
table settings.

rabbi Steve, amy hogg and 
robyn Novick started up the megillah reading with an original 
sketch written by Jonathan Wilhelm. Chip May, a.k.a. Pirate 
Charmless, took the challenge of not only chanting the first chapter, 
but doing it while standing on his head. Each chapter was read or 
interpreted by a different group, some with puppets, others with 
song, but all with creativity.

The potluck of hamantashen and nosh was quickly attacked and 
devoured, followed by 
our cabaret. Flutes and 
guitars, songs and skits 
filled our Galley. Then 
the cleanup crew moved 
in and now the hmS Kol 
haLev is only a memory 
with pictures posted on 
Facebook.

how does this happen? It’s not by chance. Our organization 
uses the traditional executive committee, board of directors, 
with committees structure. We weave in flexibility by having 
Value Teams which group together committees and activities 
for better communication. Is it perfect? No, but we are 
working on making it better. how could it be better? It is 
best when everyone joins in. Want to try something? Let me 
know!

~Barb

Charmless (Chip May) chants 
Hebrew standing on his head.

“Barbarous Pirate” Barb Truitt

Robyn and Ari
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The march book group meeting will be Thursday, march 28, at the home of Deena 
and Dick Epstein. We will discuss the introduction (16 pages) and the following 
chapters from The Misunderstood Jew: The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish 
Jesus by amy-Jill Levine (a Kindle Edition is available): 

• chapter One (36 pages)
• chapter Three (32 pages)
• chapter Six (24 pages)
• chapter Seven (12 pages).  

an edited description from Publishers Weekly: 
“It is a simple truth that Jews and christians should be close friends, since 
they share common roots and a basic ethical system. But the gulf between the 
groups seems vast. Levine, professor of New Testament studies at Vanderbilt, presents 
a strong and convincing case for understanding Jesus as “a Jew speaking to Jews,” and for viewing 
Christianity as a Jewish movement that ultimately swept the world in its influence and authority. 
But with this expansion came an insidious anti-Jewish sentiment, fed by some New Testament texts 
(wrongly understood, the author urges) and the emerging political power of the christian church. 
Levine does a masterful job of describing the subtleties of anti-Semitism, across the years and 
across the religious spectrum. In the seventh and last chapter entitled “Quo Vadis?,” Levine offers a 
prescription for healing and mutual understanding and outlines steps that can be taken by Jews and 
christians alike to bridge the divide that has caused so much suffering over the centuries.” 
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

The book for april is A Good Place for the Night: Stories by Savyon Liebrecht. The calendar of 
books for all of 2013 is listed at the web page shown below.

all KhL members are welcome to attend. For more information about the group, look at our web 
page (http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to 
be added to the group’s email list. 

  hug haSefeR: book diScuSSion gRoup

We send condolences to Kol haLev members Liz, David, Chris, Cameron and Nathalie Conn on 
the loss of Liz’s father, richard allan hardy, following a long and brave battle with leukemia, may 
his memory be for a blessing. May David and Liz and their entire family be comforted at this difficult 
time along with all others who are in mourning among the Jewish people and the world as a whole.

We send wishes for a refuah shleymah, a speedy healing, to Kol haLev member Helen Zipper 
(mother/mother-in-law of of Lynn and David Liebling), who is currently in the rehab unit of menorah 
Park.

heSed
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aNTi-SeMiTiSM
One sunny morning seven or eight years ago, I was leaving my house to 
go to the store. I pulled my car out of the garage and hit the visor button to 
close the garage door. as the door slid down slowly along its track, I could 
make out handwriting in the grime on its outer surface. I half expected to 
see the words “WaSh mE” but instead, someone overnight had written 
“JEWS SUCK” in two places with their finger on the door. I could feel the 
blood drain out of my head and chest and a sick feeling in the pit of my 
stomach. “Oh no,” I thought. “Not this.” I turned off the car, got out and 
washed away the dirt and the offending words that nevertheless remained 
heavy in my heart.

It was not my first or last experience of anti-Semitism. One day in the early 1990s Liz and I were 
eating lunch at a local chinese restaurant when a scruffy-looking man came in for his take-out 
order. he was wearing a beige tee shirt and blue jeans. as he turned away from the cash register, I 
could see a large swastika emblazoned on the front of his shirt with the words “The Final Solution” 
printed below. On that occasion my reaction was quite different. I could feel hot blood rising into 
my face. My heart was pounding and my fists clenched. I distinctly remember wanting to choke 
him. Liz could see me beginning to rise out of my seat and settled me down . . . fortunately.

During our Erev rosh haShanah 
5772 service, Kol haLev member 
abe chasin described two 
unfortunate events from his youth. 
In the earlier incident, abe and a 
group of friends had stopped into a 
manhattan restaurant for a snack. 
The waitress asked the group whether 
any of them was Jewish. Several of 
them raised their hands. The waitress 
spat on them and walked away. abe, 
who suffered this indignity along 
with his friends, felt ashamed that 
he had not raised his hand, resolving 
that he would never again hide his 
identity as a Jew. The second incident 
occurred while he was serving in 
the U.S. military. One of his peers 
was on the verge of physically 
attacking him because he was 
Jewish. happily a third serviceman 
intervened . . . who was himself 
Jewish: one member of The Tribe 
supporting another. 

CoNNeCTioNS daVid CoNN

Iconic photo of Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, second from 
right, participating in the civil rights march from Selma to 
Montgomery, Alabama, on March 21, 1965. First row, from far 
left: John Lewis, an unidentified nun, Ralph Abernathy, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Ralph Bunche, Abraham Joshua Heschel and 
Fred Shuttlesworth. 

continued on page 17
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This column is about our connections to Judaism and the Divine. In this context, anti-Semitism is an 
exceedingly powerful if unwelcome “connector,” thrust upon us by a world that is not yet safe for all 
its inhabitants. anti-Semitic speech and acts force us to examine and to take a position regarding who 
we are individually and collectively. apart from survival situations that demand extraordinary measures 
to preserve life, in our daily lives we have a limited range of possible responses.  We can hide. We can 
deny. We can abandon.  Or we can stand resolute.  If it is justice we seek, we must choose the latter, for 
to do otherwise assures the triumph of injustice.

rabbi abraham Joshua heschel went a step further. It was not anti-Semitism per se that led rabbi 
abraham Joshua heschel to link arms and march in Selma, alabama with civil rights leaders including 
Dr. martin Luther King, Jr. however, rabbi heschel understood that anti-Semitism and the reactionary 
conservatism that stood in opposition to civil rights for all americans were in essence water from the 
same poisoned well. as a Jewish american he felt it consistent with his deepest values that he visibly 
and vocally support the civil rights movement. Progress toward civil rights, it seems apparent in 
retrospect, also significantly diminished anti-Semitism in the United States.

News headlines and aDL statistics remind us that for all the progress against anti-Semitism in the last 
two generations, it will remain present in america for the foreseeable future. alarmingly, there are 
indications that anti-Semitism is on the rise elsewhere in the world.  It is therefore likely that we and 
our children will continue to encounter anti-Semitism at home and abroad.

an often-cited quote by hillel the Elder (1st century BcE) recorded in the Talmud speaks to our 
personal challenge: “’If I am not for myself, then who will be for me? and if I am only for myself, then 
what am I? And if not now, when?’” As we each reflect on Hillel’s questions , we connect powerfully 
with our truest selves, with Judaism at many levels and with the Divine. may we answer the challenge 
of anti-Semitism with authenticity, grace and courage.

continued from page 16

On Feb. 4, Governor John Kasich announced an expansion of medicaid to 600,000 low-income 
uninsured Ohioans as part of his FY 2014/15 budget. congratulations and many thanks to the many 
Kol HaLev members who supported this initiative. You can read more about it, including a profile of 
our own Donna Weinberger, in Gcc’s Jan/Feb 2013 newsletter. Now it is up to Gcc to do our part to 
make sure Ohio legislators understand that expanding medicaid will keep Ohioans’ tax dollars here in 
our state, working to help our economy, our health, and our state budget. We are still working with our 
coalition partners across the state to discern what strategic, targeted actions out of Northeast Ohio can 
be most effective. current next steps:

• We have a particular need for business owners and leaders to speak out for medicaid Expansion.
• Our next Health Care Team meeting, in combination with the Education Team, will take place 

on Thursday, march 7, 7 pm at Elizabeth Baptist church (6114 Francis ave., cleveland). We will 
spend an hour working with experts to understand Governor Kasich’s school funding formula 
proposal -- focusing on what it means for Northeast Ohio school districts and for our overal budget 
advocacy on medicaid Expansion. click here for more details on this proposal. 

RePoRT
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hagiga PhoTo galleRy

Bonim having fun with the Shinshinia – Yuval Mordechai

Making hamantashen

Hagiga Limmud Eric Kisch shares his 
family story of living 
in Shanghai, China

Magshimim making kaleidoscopes
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STay CoNNeCTed To Kol haleV!
Kol halev regularly publishes:

•	 Kol HaLev Happenings newsletter on the first of every month. It contains a 
month-long calendar, feature stories, event flyers, announcements of holiday 
celebrations, news of community members and more. The newsletter is 
published in pdf form; once downloaded, it can be printed out or read online.

•	 The Weekly Update email, which brings the most up-to-date information into 
your email inbox each Thursday afternoon. The Update serves as both a weekly 
reminder of activities as well as the venue for announcing last-minute changes 
to event times or locations. New opportunities and events which come to light 
after the newsletter has been published also appear in the Weekly Update..

•	 The Kol HaLev website, located at http://www.kolhalev.net. There you’ll 
find the most complete collection of Kol HaLev-related infromation, including 
the calendar, a convenient list of upcoming events-at-a-glance, membership 
information and fundraising opportunities.

aRe you PlaNNiNg aN eVeNT?

Please send event information for inclusion in the newsletter, weekly update and 
website calendars to both:
• newsletter@kolhalev.net – by the 15th for publication on the 1st of next month
• calendar@kolhalev.net – by Tuesday at 3 p.m. for inclusion in that Thursday’s Weekly Update.

aRe you MiSSiNg ouT oN iMPoRTaNT eMailS?

If you’re not receiving the Weekly Update, the monthly happenings newsletter or other Kol haLev 
email,  just send your correct email address to newsletter@kolhalev.net and we’ll get you back in the 
loop.

The FRaNCeS aNd SaNFoRd M. TolChiNSKy 
CaMP SCholaRShiP FoR leadeRShiP TRaiNiNg 

The Jewish Education center of cleveland has applications available for The Frances and Sanford 
m. Tolchinsky camp Scholarship for Leadership Training. This scholarship is for high school 
students (preferably incoming 9th and 10th graders) who attend a Jewish camp offering leadership 
training. Financial need is only one factor in the consideration; others include demonstrated 
leadership potential and an expressed desire to give back to the Jewish community as a result of this 
leadership experience. Two grants will be given annually, an amount not to exceed $500 per grant. 
To request an application contact helen Wolf at the JEcc: (216) 3 71-0449 or hwolf@jecc.org. all 
completed applications must be submitted by april 3, 2013. 
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 CaleNdaR

Sat. mar. 2 9:15-10:15 a.m. Philosophical Inquiry with the Parasha for 5th and 6th grade 
hagiga students in the art room. 

10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service preceded by Torah Discussion at 9:30 a.m. 
at ratner chapel; Ki Tisa; Service leader: David conn & Sue 
Pelleg. Discussion leader: Sue Pelleg.  Kiddush co-hosted by 
E. maxine collin in memory of the birthday of Shirley hurwitz 
Brick, her mother and Elise hagesfeld’s grandmother,  and by 
David and Peggy Sugerman.

10:30 a.m. Hagiga
10:45 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in 

preschool and under in rooms 113 & 114. The program is about 
a half an hour. Babysitting is available before and after Tot 
Shabbat, also in rooms 113 & 114..

Tues., mar. 5 8:30-9:30 a.m. Schmooze with the Rabbi at the Stone Oven on Lee rd..

Thu. mar. 7 7:00 p.m. GCC Health Care Team & Education Team meeting at 
Elizabeth Baptist church . 6114 Francis ave., cleveland; see 
page 17 or contact Donna Weinberger for more info.

Fri. mar. 8 8:00-10:00 p.m. March No’ar Hadash (Teen) Dessert Potluck at the Segar/
Getz home at 22149 Westchester rd., Shaker heights, Oh. For 
info, contact ma’ayan (youthdirector@kolhalev.net).

Sat., mar. 9 10:30 a.m. Member-Led Shabbat Service at Ratner Chapel; Vayakhel-
Pekudel;  Service and discussion leader: Larry Solomon.  
Kiddush cohosted by amy hogg and by c.J. and Jennie 
rosenstiel in honor of c.J.’s birthday.

Sun., mar. 10 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 
p.m.

Women’s Sunday Brunch at the home of renee Siegel, 5123 
Dogwood Trail, Lyndhurst. Please rSVP to renee  at renee.
siegel@hotmail.com. or 440-449-9076. more info on page 9.

3:30-5:00 p.m. Torah Study – topic and location to be announced.

mon., mar. 11 7:30 p.m Board Meeting at the home of alan Weinstein,
16300 Van aken Boulevard, #306, Shaker heights. all Kol 
haLev members are welcome.

Fri. mar. 15 Deadline for the April issue of Kol HaLev Happenings.
Sat., mar. 16 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service preceded by Torah Discussion at 9:30 a.m. at 

ratner chapel;  Vayikra. Service leader: rabbi Steve and Karal 
Stern. Discussion leader: Karal Stern.  Kiddush co-hosted by  
Dave and martha Schubert and by molly Berger.

10:00-10:30 a.m Intergenerational Learners Service in the chapel; rabbi Steve 
will lead a 30-minute service open to anyone in the community 
who would like to learn a little more about the Shabbat morning 
service. 
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Sat., mar. 16 10:30 a.m. Hagiga 
10:45 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in 

preschool and under in rooms 113 & 114. The program is about 
a half an hour. Babysitting is available before and after.

1:00 p.m. Lunch & Learn at ratner School following the Shabbat 
morning services and kiddush. rabbi Jeffrey Schein will lead us 
in a discussion about Pesach as a commemoration of our Exodus 
from Egypt. more info on page 9.

Sun. mar. 17 3:00-5:00 p.m. Adult Education --The Ritual and Spirit of Shabbat.  
Join rabbi Steve and a panel of Kol haLev members for an 
exploration of Shabbat observances that can enhance and enrich 
our lives. Location to be announced.

tbd. No’ar Hadash (Teen) event, details to be announced. For more 
information, contact ma’ayan Scher-marcus at youthdirector@
kolhalev.net.

Sat., mar. 23 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service and Bat Mitzvah of Sarah Moritz at ratner 
(please note the 10:30 a.m start time); Tzav; Service and 
discussion Leaders: rabbi Steve and Sarah;  kiddush hosted by 
rachel Kay in honor of Sarah’s bat mitzvah.

mon., mar. 25 10:30 Passover morning holiday Service:  come join us as we 
continue the celebration of our individual and collective 
liberation with singing and readings related to the holiday as 
well as a sharing of the best questions and discussions from our 
respective seders the night before. Kiddush co-hosted by  mike 
and Elise hagesfeld and by Judi Dash.

Tues., mar 26 Shabbaton registration deadline ($25 late fee after this date). The registration form 
is available on page 8 or online at http://kolhalev.net/shabbaton_forms.

Thu., mar. 28 7:30 p.m. Book Group at the home of Deena and Dick Epstein, 20949 
colby road, Shaker heights, Oh 44122, 216 321-9218.
We will discuss chapters from The Misunderstood Jew: The 
Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus by amy-Jill Levine. 
more info on page 15.

Sat., mar.. 30 10:30 a.m.. Shabbat Service at Ratner Chapel  Pesach; Service and 
discussion leader, rabbi Steve; kiddush co-hosted by Gloria 
Plevin and by  Bill Foust and mimi Plevin-Foust in honor of 
the Bar mitzvah of their grandsons and nephews, michael and 
Benjamin Plevin.

The newsletter calendar is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of publication. however, 
dates and venues for KhL events do sometimes change. To keep abreast of any changes, read the 
Weekly Update which is emailed to all members on Thursdays, or check Kol haLev’s website 
calendar. 

 CaleNdaR

To submit a listing for this calendar, the Weekly Update, and the website calendar, email event 
information to newsletter@kolhalev.net aND calendar@kolhalev.net.
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Place
stamp
here

Kol halev, Cleveland’s Jewish 
Reconstructionist Congregation, is an 

egalitarian, participatory spiritual community
Visit our website at http://www.kolhalev.net

The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Jewish Reconstructionist Community

2245 Warrensville Center Rd., #215
university heights, oh 44118
216-320-1498

aBouT ThiS NeWSleTTeR
Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol haLev, cleveland’s Jewish reconstructionist 
community.  This digital newsletter can be read onscreen in adobe reader or printed out 
on paper. Please email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, 
suggestions, or notices for upcoming issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be 
downloaded from the Kol haLev website.


